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Keeping the Faith...Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow

The Season of Lent

The Season of Lent begins Ash Wednesday, February 23.

In the Christian year, Lent is the 40-day period of
repentance and reflection, preparing us to renew our
lives and freshly celebrate the joy and victory of Easter
Sunday.

Ash Wednesday

We commemorate Ash Wednesday on February 22 with
brief but meaningful worship services at 12:00 p.m. in
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Supper will be celebrated, and there will be an
opportunity to receive the imposition of ashes. You are
warmly invited to begin your Lenten pilgrimage by
joining us.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

Shrove

Tuesday, February 21, 6:30 p.m.
Westminster Hall
$7/person or $20/family

What a lively and enjoyable evening! This
annual event, sponsored by the Fellowship
Council, is all about excess just before the
1
sweets, the decorations, the fun! After dinner,
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forbidden toppings. Never count calories at
Mardi Gras!

Workcamp Fundraiser

What: A hearty soup and chili luncheon served by the
Senior High and a slideshow of the 2011 Workcamp in
Pemaquid, Maine.

When: Sunday, February 5, 2012 following Worship.
There will be continuous serving and slideshow
viewings from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Where: Westminster Hall

Why: To raise money for the 2012 Workcamp. Your
support enables our young people to go out each
summer and make a true difference by repairing the
homes of those in need.

Cost: Donations kindly accepted at the door. Takeout
also available.

Stewardship 2012:
Keeping the Faith . . .
Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow!

™ Our Stewardship campaign

| Keeping the Faith
Vesterday, 1 has much to be grateful for.
il [ . i
Today and ,—,'!';‘;-.‘% The pledges received to

Tomaorrow

-/ date now total 236. This is &
53% participation rate, well above past years, and
something we will work hard to increase going
forward. We should all be very encouraged by the
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members have been inspired to step forward with
new and increased pledges this year so that we
have been able to meet our essential budge
needs. Many thanks for the prayerful thoughts
and generous actions of all of those who have
made pledges. If you have not yet pledged, it is
not too late!
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PASTORGS LETTER
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Rev. Dennis

Jones
djones

@brpc.org
766.1616, x15

- Dear Friends,

Do you ever feel like something is missing? Do you ever feel like your priorities are out of
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your spiritual health, and the person you are becoming.
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renewed, is an ancient practice. Yet it is one that many of us are in desperate need of in our
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our Almighty God at his word and embrace a rhythm in our lives that is not only about
productivity and work, but also includes stiliness and rest.

SERMON SERIES
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leadership and wisdom that Maureen is bringing to that effort.

SMALL GROUPS

Special, shortterm small groups will be offered for a rich opportunity to deepen
friendships and encourage one another toward a more balanced life.

MONDAYS IN MARCH

And though some might question whether | am a Presbyterian in good standing for
UUTTITUUPOT WUUET WEWEOOGEWUUI xOWEUUDPOT w?, OOEE?]
EOQOEUEUwWPPOOWUEOI WEWEUI EOOWEW2EEEEUT OWEOEWOOU
use those evenings for rest and renewalt whether it be by participating in one of the new

small groups, or by simply slowing down and staying home.

May God bless all of us in this Lenten journey!
With faith and anticipation,

Dennis W. Jones

Pastor
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SESSION

Highlights from the January Session Meeting:

The Moderator called upon Jacob Mathew, President of the Board of Trustees and Chair of the Joint Budget
"O00O0PUUIT OwUOwWxUT Ul OUwUTT w" 600DPUUIT zUwWUI EOOOI OEEUDOC
Congregation at the Annual Meeting. The recommendation calls for a balanced budget with total income and

net operating expenses of $1,181,543, thanks to the excellent stewardship campaign and the overwhelming
response of the congregation, together with the greatly appreciated work of Janet Bentley, Church
Administrator and Treasurer. Elder Fran Mustaro, Chair of the Interpretation and Stewardship Council,
commented on the inspiring and faithful response of the congregation.

Session approved a Memorial Minute for Harry Robinson, who entered the Church Triumphant on December
23, 2011.

DEACONS

Greeting at the sanctuary doors is a gift that members and their families give to our congregation each
Sunday. The pleasure of being welcomed, especially by a family, sets the tone for the worship experience for
members, and particularly for first -time visitors. The welcome greeting reaffirms that BRPC, our church
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who will be continuing to spread the message that Basking Ridge Presbyterian Church welcomes all who

come to our doors.

TRUSTEES

Highlights from the January Trustees Meeting:

Church Treasurer Janet Bentley presented the yearend financial reports. Thanks to the incredible generosity
of the congregation, and cost savings due primarily to our not operating at our full staffing complement in
2011, we ended the year with a surplus of $11,000. We did not use the $56,000 transfer from our reserves that
had been budgeted for the year. The 2012 proposed budget was reviewed and discussed. The Trustees are
committed to keeping the need to address our financial sustainability high on our agenda.

Jacob Mathew presented a report on the status of the Stewardship campaign for 2012. Despite losing several
significant pledges, overall giving reflected renewals that increased by approximately 6%, and a record
number of new pledges. Blessings abound!

The balance of the meeting was devoted to discussion of building maintenance projects, both in progress and
upcoming.

Important Dates Concerning New Church Officers
Please join us for these important events:

e Monday, January 30, 2012, 7:3®:30 p.m.: Officer Training in the Church House Parlor

e Monday, February 6, 2012, 7:30 p.m.: Examination of New Officers by Session

e Sunday, February 12, 2012, at 8:30 and 10:00 a.m.: Ordination and Installation of new officers during
morning Worship
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MusiC MINISTRY

Announcing Lenten Music and Meditation Services for 2012
These wonderful services of music, reading and prayer take place at 12:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary on the five
Wednesdays of Lent:

February 29 Merynda Adams, Harpist, and Mary Lou Stevens, Organist
March 7 Volanti Flutes

March 14 Soloists from our Choirs

March 21 Joe Arndt, Organist

March 28 Madison String Quartet

Lunch will follow in Westminster Hall ($7). No reservation needed.

Save the Date: A Service of Spirituals & Gospel Songs
On Sunday, March 25, at 4:00 p.m., the Oratorio Choir will be presenting a service of spirituals and gospel
UOOT UOwbkT PET wb b OO usbdpdt ddighd mahyvthér favdnitels. ERiease plan to come!

ADULT EDUCATION FORUMS

Adult Education is offering a variety of Sunday Morning Forums and small group studies this quarter, as
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activities, please see the Adult Education Brochure in the Narthex or Church House.

Upcoming Sunday Morning Forums _ (11:30 a.m., Church House Parlor)

February 12 and 1®+ OY D O1 w3 1 a wkeb By RévEDD Robart Morris

This two -part series explores how the challenge to love God, neighbor and self "with our whole heart" can be

seen as the centerpiece of Jesus' teaching, with everything else being commentary and instruction in how to

allow the seeds of the image of God within us to grow robust and strong.
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This program focuses on two defining moments in our Presbyterian heritage: the amazing leadership of
Presbyterians in the founding of our nation, and the leadership of our denomination in establishing a world
missionary movement. While we, as a congregation, try to discern what God is calling us to do in the 21st
century, it is helpful to look back and see where Presbyterian Christians have made a life-changing impact.
March11:? 31T 1 w! DPEO] wbOw$ O1 OPUT 6 w3 aOEEOI WEOEW' BDUwWwnOOOOPIT UL
Led by Rev. lain Torrance, Princeton Seminary President and Professor of Patristics

This program looks at the history and background of the King James Bible. Begun in 1604 and published in
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lived out their faith through its words.  This address focuses on the context and history of the translation of

the Bible into English and helps you to understand the challenges and achievement of the Authorized
Version.
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Saturday, April 282 " EUIT T YD OT o w" Brdwé& O U iLEd/byuRel. Uaniae Smith Ammon

How do we live a Mary/Martha life? It can be a challenge to balance our lives between these two back-to-back
instructions. We support and care for others, but we are also supposed to take time for rest and restoration
for ourselves. How do we balance the demands of work and family with finding time to care for ourselves?
How do we balance caring for children and perhaps aging parents? We will explore these questions in our
pPOOI Oz UwuUl UUI EQwU0i DPUwal EUGS
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CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRIES

Thank You!

We love our teachers and volunteers! In honor of those who graciously serve God by working
with His children right here at BRPC, the Children and Family Ministry Council will be serving

’ cake on February 12, after both worship services. All members of the congregation are invited to
share in dessert and fellowship!

2 x UDOT w%O bdiss Coammurity(EQentdor Children

What: An afternoon of games, crafts, snacks and fun! Bring your decorated Easter basket for a
parade with prizes!

When: Saturday, March 24, 2012, 3:00 5:00 p.m.

Where: Westminster Hall

Cost: Free! Fun and fellowship for all!
We encourage families to stay for the informal Lenten Worship service to follow at 5:00 p.m.

To volunteer for this event or for more information, please contact Jacqueline Obregon at 908766-1616, x14 or
jobregon@brpc.org

STEPHEN MINISTRY

Experience Prayer and Meditation on The Labyrinth
2311 w+EEaAUDOUT » wubPOOWUEOT wx OEEHI0wWDm2 U
Westminster Hall and the Chapel. The Labyrinth is an ancient spiritual tool,
often used in Christian communities as part of a life of prayer and meditation.
A

Some believe that in the Middle Ages, walking the Labyrinth took the place of
a pilgrimage to the Holy Land.

Ak The Labyrinth we will have available is based on the pattern of the famous
Labyrinth found in the floor of the Cathedral at Chartres (see pattern at left).
Our program will run continuously, featuring both an educational component,
for those who want to learn about the Labyrinth, and an opportunity to walk or
participate in the Labyrinth itself.

Although its origins are lost in For those with limited mobility, experiencing the Labyrinth does not require

the mists of time, the labyrinth ishat one be able to walk. We will have hand-held labyrinths in the Chartres
a spiritual tool, a pathway that pattern available so you may trace the path while meditating or praying, an
OEawEl wddl 7 Uwlerkisé tHaucad betad equdllwpowerful experience.

Some believe that it represents Rey. Dr. Maureen Paterson and all of our Stephen Ministers have already had a

pathway to walk, while praying ochance to experience this powerful spiritual journey, and would also happily

meditating, as if on a pilgrimageanswer questions. This is a wonderful way to begin our Lenten journey
to the Holy Land. together as a congregation.
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MISSION

New IHN Coordinator

The Mission Council is delighted to welcome Koert VanderVoort as the new coordinator for the Interfaith
Hospitality Network.  Koert will be our liaison with the larger organization, as well as be in charge of
coordinating volunteers for our week of hosting. Please check your calendars now for March 411, 2012
which is our next week of hosting guests, and be prepared to sign up after Worship on Sunday mornings. If
you have never been involved before and would like more information about possible ways to help out,
please call Maureen Paterson at 908766-1616, x11. This is a wonderful ministry and a great way to get the
whole family involved with hands -on mission in our community. Together we can do great things.

SCEEP Thank You & O E 7 tbpPabitry

A BIG THANK YOU from 12 very happy (|31 | w & O Egp(Pantty¢ Gods

SCEEP students! We loved our Christmas| [2 060 O E O w i w 0T .o % 17 » w
i gifts and wanted to thank all those who | | February are: ¥ e 4
purchased them for us. Please look for
our individual thank you notes on the Canned Sliced Peaches

bulletin board f the Lib i
ulletin board across from the Library in and Canned Green Beans
the Church House.

Homeless Solutions

During difficult times, there is nothing better to keep our minds off of our own troubles than to reach out and
help someone in need. Homeless Solutions provides shelter for 25 homeless men, 10 homeless women, 19
families and 20 Safe Haven guests. The Mission Council is seeking volunteers to prepare and serve dinner tg
the families at the shelter. Volunteers need to arrive at the shelter by 4:00 p.m. Dinner is served at 6:00 p.m.
Clean-up is done by the shelter residents. All menus are pre-planned or you may prepare your favorite
specialty. One volunteer is also needed to shop for the groceries and all receipts are submitted to the church
for reimbursement. The 2012 dates are: March 31, June 30, August 31 and September 1.

If you feel called to this very special ministry, please contact Dawn Cicchetti at 908-766-0708 for additional
details.

2&DYI OWECEWPUwWPDPOOWET wi BYI OwUOwadUsw wi OOEwWOI EVUUYI Ow
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MENG MINISTRY
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(@5 promptly at 12:00 noon in the Church House Parlor. Following a hearty meal prepared by

our Chef-in-Residence, Gary Ingram, we will have the pleasure of greeting Helen Hoens, who

is not only a member of our congregation, but also an Associate Justice of the New Jersey

Supreme Court. We have asked Helen to share some of the life experiences that have

xUl xEUIl Ewli Tl Uwi OUwUT UYPET wOOwWUT T w2UEUI zUwi BT 11
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program. Call the Church House Reception Desk at 908766-1616 to make a reservation.
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Deaths

Harry Robinson , December 23

Jim Hurley , father of Liz Sutherland,
January 7

Ralph Lewter , father of Jenny Speal,
January 10

Births

Claire Mae Bastow , daughter of

Ashley & Jeff Bastow and granddaughter
of Jeff & Patty Haines, January 19

CHURCH NEWS

Flower Coordinator Needed

® After three faithful years on the job, Jann Slapin
\@M *f is turning over the reins of the Flower
\*ﬁ @ Coordinator position. Her duties have been to
ﬂ . Q make sure there are flowers on the piers each
:w ** *k Sunday morning, have the names of the donors
listed in the bulletin, make sure each donor
Ul EIl DYl UWwEwW? 3T EOOwW8 OU>? woil UUT Uwk DI
Deacons who pass out flowers from the Sunday service. Jann
says that it has been a very rewarding position in that she has
spoken with many people from the congregation that she might

If you would like to sign up for email
notifications of losses in our church family,
please contact Cara Burchett at 9087/66-1616,

otherwise have never known. If you think you might be
interested, Jann would be happy to talk further with you. You
can contact her at 9089539432 orjannslapin@gmail.com. Please
prayerfully consider this very rewarding position.

x19 or cburchett@brpc.org

Y

Small Group Ministries

Lo,

Enjoy spiritual growth and fellowship, and meet new people by joining a small group! Here is information
on our latest small groups. Please see the Adult Education brochure in the Narthex or Church House for a

full listing.

Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m.- Meet at the home of Eleanor and Bob Taylor - Living the Questionstudy series - Group
discusses spiritual topics. For info, call Bob and Eleanor Taylor (908766-2077) or Ellen Greenhorn (908766

2512)

Wednesdays, 9:3311:30 a.m.- Church House Parlor, began 1/11/12- Led by Rev. Dr. Maureen Paterson- A
new seven-week study on the Life of Moses. Looking more closely at the life of this Old Testament hero will
reveal to us the ways in which God calls and uses ordinary people to do extraordinary things. Come along
EQEwWNOPOwWPDPUT wOUT T UUwWEUwPT wOl EUOWOOUT wEEOUUwWOUUwWOP Ow

NEW! ... 2rd and 4t Thursday of every month, 6:30 ¢ 7:30 p.m.- Church House Parlor, beginning 2/9/12 - Join
Ew?" 1 OUI UPOT v" OOUI OxOEUDYI w/ UEal U2 wl UOUx8w+1 EUOWeU O w >
will listen to a teaching DVD, have a brief discussion and practice Centering Prayer. We have heard of the
Eastern form of meditation or mindfulness, but few know that the Christian faith has a tradition of

meditation or contemplation.
973-898-9739.
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Mondays in March - As part of our Lenten focus on Sabbath Keeping, we will have a four-week small group
series that focuses on how to engage in a deeper relationship with God through some of the principles of

Sabbath observance. For now, the groups will meet on Monday evenings in a variety of locations.

Look for

more meeting details in upcoming Sunday bulletins. Along with this small group focus, there will also be
individual devotional material available, which will invite you to spend some time with God each day as we

journey toward Easter.

These materials will be available in the Narthex and the Church House, or if you

would prefer to receive the material electronically, you can do so by sending an email to Maureen Paterson at

mpaterson@brpc.org
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Oak Leaves

is published monthly

by and for members and friends of
The Presbyterian Church

1 East Oak Street

Basking Ridge, New Jersey 07920
908-766-1616 brpc.org

We welcome news about your

family, friends, and church activities.
Submit articles and photographic
materials to the editor, Andrea
Mastrobattista, 1 East Oak St., Basking
Ridge, NJ 07920, fax: (908)766-4450,
e-mail: amastrobattista@brpc.org.

The deadline for the
March 2012 issue
is Sunday, February 5.

This newsletter is
lovingly prepared for distribution
by faithful BRPC volunteers.

Ministers
All the People

Pastor & Head of Staff
Rev. Dennis W. Jonesx15
Associate Pastor
Dr. Maureen Patersorx11

Parish Associates
Rev. Bob Beringer

Statement of Purpose
Basking Ridge Presbyterian Church

God calls the Basking Ridge Presbyterian Church to be a

living community and light to the world, guided by the Holy
2xPDUPUWEOEWUUEOUOPUUDPOT w&OEZ Uw
YT UUUBGwW (Ow Ul UxOO0UT wUOw &OEzUwW E
Kingdom of God as we:

WELCOME everyone into our community with open arms,

CARE for each other both in times of joy and in times of sorrow,

WORSHIP together creatively and enthusiastically in gratitude to God,
PREPARE each other through Bible-based education and open discussion to
SERVE Jesus Christ as disciples in local and global ministry and to

SHARE our wealth, time, talents and faith with the world.
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Pastors Emeriti
Dr. J. Calvin K. Jackson
Dr. James Motrris

Director of Ministries to Children and
Their Families
Jacqueline Obregoax14

Minister of Music
Mary Lou Stevenst908-953-9809
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Beth Donley +908-500-1798

Handbell Director
Linda Langstaff+908-347-9664

Church Administrator &
Treasurer
Janet Bentley+x18

Assistant Treasurer
LisasAnn Smith +x21

Pastoral Administrative Assistant
Cara Burchett+x19

Church Administrative Assistant
Pam Smith x12

Editor/Communications Coordinator
Andrea Mastrobattistax13

Sexton Staff
SHWHU 2B QQRU
David Brownlee

Due to increased postage rates
pleaseallow us to add you to the
electronic distribution list via
pamsmith@brpc.org

The Presbyterian Church
One East Oak Street
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920
908766-1616
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